
I. American Opposition to the 
Treaty
•Republican controlled 
Congress refuses to sign 
Treaty of Versailles.
•Why? 
•The League of Nations.





•Article Ten of the League
plan is biggest problem.
•Article #10: All member 
nations must step in case of 
problem.



`
•The U.S. NEVER signs the 
Treaty of Versailles.
•The U.S. NEVER joins the 
League of Nations!!
•In 1920 President Harding
signs a separate treaty 
with Germany.



“I predict there would be another 
world war within a generation if no 

pains were taken to prevent it. 
Every women should weep for her 

child who when he grows to manhood 
will have to go forth and fight.”

--Woodrow Wilson 1919



•You may strip Germany of her 
colonies, reduce her armaments to a 

mere police force and her navy to that 
of a fifth-rate power; all the same, in 

the end, if she feels that she has 
been unjustly treated in the peace of 
1919, she will find means of exacting 

retribution from her conquerors.”

• --David Lloyd George 1919



Assistant President –
1st American Woman President ?

• A few days after returning to the White House, 
Wilson has a major stroke that leaves him paralyzed 

(dying 3 years later.)

• Wilson’s wife, Edith, is called the “assistant 
president,” for making decisions on behalf of her 

husband.

President Wilson’s Funeral
First Lady Edith Wilson
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The Big Question ?
Could World War II have been avoided if the U.S. 

had joined the League of Nations ?
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What would Republican Senator Henry Cabot 
Lodge say about the League of Nations & 
Article 10?

Isn’t that what
caused WWI in the 
first place? Alliance      
Systems



The Hall of Mirrors




